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Legislative, he acquired an ascendency. In those Assemblies, great moral qualities and a high social position were rarer than they were among the Deputies, and in the dangers of the country they were more wanted. Falloux possesses them all. He is honest and brave, and in his province employs liberally and usefully a large fortune.'
'Were those the merits/ I asked, 'which opened to him the doors of the Academy ?'
' Certainly,' answered Z. ' As a man of letters he is nothing, as a statesman not much. We elected him in honour of his courage and his honesty, and perhaps with some regard to his fortune. We are the only independent body left, and we value in a candidate no quality more than independence/
'I am told/ I said, 'that Falloux is now an ultra-Legitimist/
'That is not true/ said Z. 'He is a Legitimist, but a liberal one. He would tolerate no Government, whatever were its other claims, that was not constitutional/
' Your Academic ceremonies/ I said ' seem to me not very well imagined. There is something fade, almost ridiculous, in the literary minuet in which the rfcipiendaire and the receiver are trotted out to show their paces to each other and to the Academy. The new member extolling the predecessor of whom he is the unworthy successor, the old member lauding his new colleague to his face, and assuring him that he, too, is one of the ornaments of the Society/